Oncogenic potential of sexually transmitted viruses with special reference to oral cancer.
Recent changes in social mores have been accompanied by a noted increase in the frequency of sexually transmitted diseases. Viruses that have been identified as causative agents for a large proportion of these diseases have also been associated with various malignant states. Concomitantly, the number of cases of oral cancer (considered to occur usually around or after the fifth decade of life) reportedly has been increasing among young adults. The oncogenic potential of several sexually transmitted viruses (HSV, HPV, CMV, and LAV/HTLV III) and their possible role in the development of malignant conditions, in particular oral cancer, are discussed in this review.